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South  Molton, 

June,  1938. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Town  Council  of  South  Molton. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1937. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  tha  Area 


General  Statistics. 

Area  .  .  .  .  .  .  5.709  acres 

RopuRtion  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,795 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses  .  .  830 

Rateable  Value  ..  £12,570 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id  Rate  .  .  approx.  £50 


The  industry  of  the  Town  is  chiefly  associated  with  Agriculture. 
The  number  of  unemployed  persons  on  the  register  of  the  local  Labour 
Exchange  is  23. 

Vita'  Statistics*. 

Lire  Births 
Total 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  .  . 

Birth  Rate  11.8  per  1000  Average  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales,  14  9 


M  F 

10  10 

15  ?f> 

1  — 


Still  Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Deo  ths  .  .  .  .  .  .  13  21 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  12.5 
Average  Rate  for  England  and  Wales, 

12.5 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  Age 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  1 

Legitimate  ..  ..  2  1 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  - —  — 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Rough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil. 


Deaths  from  Puerpural  causes 


Nil. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


Laboratory  Facilities— 

Pathological  Specimens  sent  when  necessary  to  the  County  Council 
'  Laboratory. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  supplied  by  the  Town  Council  if  required. 

« 

A  m  bulan ce  Fa cilities — 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases— -Motor  Ambulance  from  Tiverton  or 

Exeter  Isolation  Hospitals. 

(b)  For  General  and  Accident  Cases-— The  South  Molton  St.  John 

Motor  Ambulance. 

Nursing  in  the  Home— 

This  is  provided  for  by  the  Local  District  Nursing  Association. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  ('entres— 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — 99.,  East  Street,  South  Molton. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary — North  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe. 

Venereal  Clinic — North  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe. 

Women  and  Children  -  Fridays,  5  45  to  6.30  p  m. 

Men  -  Fridays,  6.45  p.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  —  At  the  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Olfioes, 
Boutport  Street,  Barnstaple.  First  Friday  in  the  Month. 

Hospitals— 

Tuberculosis — Hawley,  Barnstaple  ;  Hawkmoor. 

Other  Infectious  Fevers — Tiverton  Isolation  Hospital  ; 

Exeter  City  Isolation  Hospital. 

Smallpox — -Upton  Pvne  Isolation  Hospital. 

Voluntary  General  Hospitals— 

South  Molton  and  District  Cottage  Hospital; 

North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple  ; 

Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter. 

'LL  ,  '  \ 

Maternity — Private  Midwifery  Cases  and  other  Midwifery  Cases 
presenting  any  difficulty  are  admitted  to  the  South  Molton 
and  District  Cottage  Hospital. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply  —  Impounding  Reservoir  on  Exmoor ;  Service 
Reservoirs  in  the  Town.  Filtration  by  Candy  Pressure  Filters  and 
Sand  Filters.  Pipe  Supply  controlled  by  quarterly  bacteriological 
examination. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage— A  new  Sewer  has  been  laid  in  Poltimore 
Road  to  divert  the  Tucking  Mill  Outfall  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  new 
purification  works  at  Mole  Bridge  and  new  sewage  purification  plant  is 
being  installed  in  place  of  the  obsolete  plant  at  Cook’s  Cross. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  pollution  recorded. 

Closet  Accommodation. —  No  conservancy  closets  will  be  found  in 
the  area  unless  in  sporadic  outlying  farmhouses. 

Public  Cleansing. — Refuse  it  collected  three  times  a  week  and  is 
carted  tv>  a  tip  outside  the  Town. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces  inspected  were  found  satisfactory. 

* 

Simps  —  No  action  required  to  be  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1934 


Smoke  Abatement — No  action  was  required  in  this  respect. 

Swimming  Pool. — There  is  a  public  open-air  Swimming  Pool,  cut 
off  from  the  River  Mole.  There  is  a  constant  flow  of  fresh  water. 
Sanitary  conveniences  and  dressing  sheds  are  provided.  The  bed  of  the 
river  is  cleaned  annually  in  relation  to  the  Pool. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — No  action  taken. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. — Sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply 
excellent. 


Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  ( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  -Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  .  ..  19 


( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. . 


19 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1 ;  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  19 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  .  19 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  .  .  .  ,  10 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  .  .  .  5 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a) .— Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  10 

(5)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

'  of  owners  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b) . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  .  .  . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices  : —  . .  .  .  Nil 

(a)  By  owners 

(6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners 


#  ♦ 


(c).— Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 


VQy 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made.  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  Nil 

—Proceedings  under  section  12  of  ‘the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  —  Part  IV.  —  Overcrowding  : 


(a).- 

-  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  .  .  .  .  16 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  16 

(iii;  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .  106 

(b).- 

-Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . .  .  .  2 

■Yo/-- 

-  (ij-  Number  of.  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year.  .  . .  . .  Nil 

(&).- 

—Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 

Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  . .  Nil 

Nil 


Inspection  and  Supervision  cf  Food. 

Milk  Supply. — Samples  of  milk  are  taken  regularly  week  by  week 
for  examination  for  Cleanliness.  Monthly  samples  are  taken  for 
examination  for  Tuberculosis,  both  of  general  and  school  supplies. 


Regular  inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  carried  out  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  1923  and  1926. 

Merit  and  other  Foods  — There  is  a  regular  inspection  of  Slaugher- 
houses,  Shops,  Stalls  and  other  premises  where  food  is  prepared. 
Condemned  meat  is  destroyed  by  itineration.  During  the  year  1937 
two  bullocks  and  one  pig  carcase  were  condemned 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Tuberculosis —  Respiratory.  Non -respiratory. 

M  F  M  F 

New  Cases  —  —  —  1 

Deaths  11  —  - — 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases— 


Total  Cases  notified. 


Scarlet  Fever  2 

Pneumonia  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  4 

Erysipelas  1 


Total  Deaths. 
1 


Cancer — 

4  cases  of  Death  from  Cancer  were  certified, 
2  Males,  2  Females. 


I  ‘'would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Settle,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Borough  Surveyor,  for  his  loyal  co-operation  during  the  year. 


I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

It.  A.  NASH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


S.  WROATH,  Typ.,  South  Molton.  -  ’Phone  65. 


